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The Toolkit is made up of seven modules Goals of the Toolkit

that can be grouped into two stages of food
system planning, assessment, and

e Economics of evaluation. The first set of modules (1-4)
L guides the preliminary stages of an impact
assessment and includes framing the
system, relevant economic activities and
assessment process as well as collecting and
analyzing relevant primary and secondary
data. For those seeking a more robust
economic impact assessment, the second
set of modules (5-7) provides a more
technical set of practices and discussion of
how to use the information collected in
stage one to conduct a more rigorous
analysis.

Economic development officials, local
policymakers, and community planners are
increasingly interested in examining the

Crossroads many benefits offered by local and regional
Resource Center
food systems. These benefits may result
from shifts in economic development Proi
r roject Team
U principles and practices, augmented by J

changes in consumer and investor behavior.

w We suggest users review the whole Toolkit
WISCONSIN and then move among modules to align
S with the stage of discussions in their
community, or address the specificity of
economic measures required for the
decisions to be considered. Users will
benefit from reviewing different modules
USDA 5 throughout planning discussions as new
ﬁ mﬂo circumstances arise, as new expertise is
brought into the assessment process, or as
clarification of the shared vision of the
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il UNIVERSITY community process is needed.
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https://localfoodeconomics.com/
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e v A Good Assessment Starts with a Good Plan

e Scoping the project is a key first step, so several
characterizations of the food system created in

Resource & Distribution &
Waste Recovery Aggregation

projects are offered as examples
e Planning and assessment team’s skills, expertise,

Preparation-

Conumer & resources and networks should reflect the scope of
the system and assessment

o Effective examples of graphics to reflect key
elements of the food system and assessment are

shared to guide communities and discussions

SYSTEMS THINKING ~ SUSTAINABLE VIBRANT FARMS JUSTICE THRIVING LOCAL STRONG HEALTHY
& COOPERATION ECOSYSTEMS & GARDENS & FAIRNESS ECONOMIES COMMUNITIES PEOPLE

/I e vam—
What products did you purchase
8¢ _ at market today?

ked Goods Prepared (%) Processed  QOther
e g Foods @ Foods ° 00
o, o : oney, jams,

(] [ ) (empanadas, vegge (m” jams, . . . .

* Creative Primary Data Approaches:
* Dot Poster Surveys, Rapid Market Assessments
* Developed by researchers at Oregon State
University to gather information from farmers’

market patrons. 03090 00 :{o‘:
» Many advantages: Jee o ¢ . s :.o
* Simple to administer, responses are easily tallied, : ~ :. : ... ®
and possible to get a large set of responses in a ° ....o 5 o ©
short period of time. :'.:. ®
* Respondents report that this method is faster to Coy-® ®
complete, more fun, and less intrusive than 8

written surveys or face-to-face interviews.

Use of Secondary Data

* QCEW Data for trends in employment, wages
and establishments and comparisons with
other cities

: * Dun & Bradstreet data for snapshot of
SAN 10sE establishments, revenues, and employees by
Food ; industry sector (production, wholesale,
Works |° manufacturing, retail, food service)

FOOD SYSTEM CONDITIONS

& STRATEGIES FORAMORE. | ™ 1o * Maps for locations of establishments by
VIBRANT RESILIENT CITY ™ - £ .
) industry sector and scale across the city

 City General Plan, strategic plans and policies
for references to food and ag activities

* County and regional policy documents for ‘; s Yo i Ry, T
references to food and ag activities 8 v it eieT lplamrT
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New case studies, data sources, community-based examples and training materials available aon the website:
https://localfoodeconomics.com

Sign up for the e-list under the Connect menu to be alerted about updates and to become part of the growing
Community of Practice focused on the Economics of Local Foods
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